
Welcome to Soppi, Science Center for Education and Learning  

Soppi is a place where you can reflect on how learning and education have been building Finland and how 
they are building a sustainable future.  

At the Science Center, you will discover how you can link your own story to that of the story of Finnish 
education. 

Timeline 

The timeline shows how learning and education have lived through time. International currents of ideas 
and events have shaped the way we think about humanity, culture, nationhood, education and democracy. 

Our ideas about education and its goals have played a central role in building Finnish society.  Learning and 
education have helped people find solutions to the big issues of each era. 

1. Antiquity, cathedrals, the word God in the vernacular 

The concept of European education has its roots in ancient Rome and Greece. In city states, sciences and 
schools of thought developed. In the Middle Ages, knowledge was gathered by the Roman Catholic Church 
and the clergy. 

The Reformation broke the dominance of the Roman Catholic Church. The Bible began to be translated into 
different languages and, thanks to printing skills, more people had access to them. The word of God started 
to get out to everyone. 

2. Reason and science 

The Enlightenment of the 1700s emphasised the importance of reason and knowledge. Education and 
learning were seen as essential for progress. They were the basic virtues of an enlightened human, 
regardless of their origin. This is how scientific educational thinking was born. 

In the Romantic era, education meant that everyone should develop themselves to their full potential. 
People not only knew things – they also created them. The aim of education was to empower people to 
take control of their own actions. The individual was no longer a reluctant part of the social machine.  

3. National awakening 

In the 19th century, Finland grew as a nation strongly based on education.  

Philosopher and statesman Johan Vilhelm Snellman's thinking was based on the German Bildung tradition. 
According to Snellman, people could only become educated in community and national culture. Education 
required interaction with other nations. 

Snellmanian education obliged us to be aware of the major issues of the age and to find solutions for them. 
Educated individual took responsibility and developed values and norms. 

Liberal non-formal education is a key form of adult learning in the Nordic countries. It is characterised by 
autonomy of action, a humanistic approach and support for human growth and active citizenship. Its 
pedagogy emphasises encounter and interaction. 

The labour movement rose at the turn of the 1800s and 1900s. It was directed from the bottom up, from 
the workers to those in power. Education belonged to all social classes. This was an important turning point 
in the history of Finnish education. 

The education policy programme of the nationalist movement guided school development well into the 
post-war period.  

The establishment of primary schools was part of the Nordic national identity and reflected the taking root 
of the philosophies of education in Finland. Primary schools played a major role in national awareness and 



the development of the Finnish language. Uno Cygnaeus and Zacharias Joachim Cleve reformed schooling 
in 19th-century Finland. They were inspired by European, humanist educational thinking.  

The mission of school was to develop the child's personality in a holistic way, respecting his or her own 
development. Education had to be linked to the child's own life. That is why the subjects taught at primary 
school included practical crafts. In secondary school, the emphasis was on classical languages, among other 
things. 

4. The century of equality 

World War II changed the world. The idea of universal human rights and global responsibility became part 
of the educational ideal. In the 1960s, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) highlighted the inability of the education system to respond to the growing problems of 
developing countries.  

In the 1960s, Finland started to talk about liberal adult education instead of just non-formal education. At 
the same time, the social dimension of education became blurred. What had been thought of as a service 
to human growth and education was now replaced by the objectives and demands for change set by social 
policies. The role of institutions outside the education system was also highlighted.  

In 1972, UNESCO presented a declaration on lifelong learning. It said that, throughout life, man strives to 
become his own person and to develop intellectually, morally and emotionally.  

The aim of lifelong learning is, in particular, to create opportunities for human growth. The concept of a 
learning society refers to social arrangements that support educational objectives as well as possible.   

Environmental issues rose to the top of the educational agenda with the oil crisis of the 1970s. 

5. A sustainable future 

We associate responsibility and tackling societal challenges as essential elements of education. We need to 
understand our responsibility for the well-being of all life on Earth and for the preconditions for future life. 

The ecological crisis, rising inequality and the rise of populism are pressing problems in Finland and around 
the world. Human rights, sustainable development, global responsibility and equality are important values 
in the curricula.  

We have walked the path of education from ancient times to the present day. Throughout the ages, some 
things have always remained: The role of education has always been to support human growth and ethical 
agency. The lively debate on the themes and development of education and learning will continue into the 
future. 

Outro 

Thank you for becoming part of the story of education. Education lives in interaction – join the debate: 
what do you think education will be like in 2024? 
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